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The Police Forces in Spain: Roles, Responsibilities, and Uniforms 
 
Spain has several police forces, each with specific duties and areas of responsibility. The three main 
police forces are the Policía Local, Policía Nacional, and Guardia Civil. These organizations work to 
ensure public safety in both urban and rural areas. Below is an overview of their areas of 
responsibility and a brief description of their respective uniforms. 
 
Policía Local – The Municipal Police 
 
The Policía Local is the municipal police force operated by local city governments. Their primary role 
is to maintain public order within city limits. 
 
Main Responsibilities: 
 Public Order: Monitoring traffic, overseeing parking, and enforcing local regulations. 
 Traffic Safety: Conducting traffic checks and ensuring road safety in urban areas. 
 Municipal Enforcement: Assisting in the enforcement of local ordinances. 
 Preventive Measures: Maintaining a police presence in public spaces and at events to prevent 

crimes and support the community. 
 Cooperation with Other Forces: Coordinating with the Policía Nacional and Guardia Civil in 

cases that extend beyond their jurisdiction. 
 
Uniform: 
The uniform of the Policía Local varies by municipality but typically consists of blue or black trousers 
and shirts with reflective stripes for increased visibility. In many cities, officers also wear caps or 
helmets featuring the emblem of the local city. 
 
Policía Nacional – National Police 
 
The Policía Nacional is one of Spain’s central police forces, primarily operating in urban areas. Their 
jurisdiction covers the entire country, and they are responsible for handling serious crimes. 
 
Main Responsibilities: 
 Crime Fighting: Addressing and preventing serious crimes such as drug trafficking, human 

trafficking, and terrorism. 
 Identity Controls: Issuing ID cards and passports, managing immigration and border controls 

in urban areas. 
 Public Safety: Ensuring security at major events and demonstrations. 
 Specialized Units: Support from specialized units such as TEDAX (bomb disposal) and GEO 

(special operations forces). 
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 International Cooperation: Coordinating with international police agencies like Interpol and 
Europol. 

 
Uniform: 
The uniform of the Policía Nacional is usually dark blue, with matching shirts and trousers. It is often 
complemented by a peaked cap or helmet and a badge on the chest identifying their affiliation with 
the national police. For special operations, they wear tactical gear and protective vests. 
 
Guardia Civil – Military Police Force 
 
The Guardia Civil is a militarized police force that operates nationwide, particularly in rural areas 
and smaller towns. It is known for its roles in border control and counterterrorism. 
 
Main Responsibilities: 
 Road Traffic Safety: Monitoring and overseeing traffic on highways and rural roads. 
 Border and Customs Control: Securing national borders and overseeing imports and exports. 
 Environmental Protection: Fighting environmental crimes and protecting natural resources. 
 Counterterrorism: Engaging in operations against terrorism and armed groups within Spain. 
 Special Units: Deployment of specialized units such as UCO (organized crime unit) and 

SEPRONA (environmental protection unit). 
 Disaster Relief: Assisting during national emergencies and natural disasters. 
 
Uniform: 
The Guardia Civil traditionally wears green uniforms, often donning a dark green jacket with a black 
belt for formal duties. For everyday service, they wear green shirts and trousers, and in tactical 
operations, they use specialized protective clothing. Their military structure is reflected in their 
organization and discipline. 
 
 

 
Conclusion 
 
Each of Spain’s police forces has clearly defined roles and areas of responsibility, ranging from 
municipal traffic control by the Policía Local to counterterrorism by the Guardia Civil. Despite their 
different functions, they work closely together to ensure the safety and order of Spain, particularly 
during major events or national security threats. The uniforms of these various police forces 
symbolize not only their responsibilities but also their place within the Spanish law enforcement 
system. 
 
If you have any further questions or need assistance, The Tenerife Professionals are here to help. 
 
 

 
This information was last updated on 01.09.2024. 
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The contents of this website/document are for general information purposes only and have been 
created with the greatest care. However, no liability is assumed for the accuracy, completeness and 
topicality of the information provided. The information does not constitute legal, tax or other 
professional advice and does not replace individual advice from qualified professionals. 


