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The Tenerife Professionals 
 

Driver’s License 
 
Here are the most important steps and requirements: 
 
1. Registering Your Driver’s License 
 
Once you, as an EU citizen, establish your permanent residence in Spain, it is necessary to register 
your driver’s license with the Spanish authorities. This ensures that any traffic violations are properly 
recorded and makes it easier to replace your license if it is lost. 
 
Steps for Registration: 
 
Required Documents: 
 Valid EU driver’s license 
 NIE number (Número de Identificación de Extranjero) 
 Proof of address (Certificado de Empadronamiento) 
 Passport (recommended) or national ID card 
  Two recent passport-sized photos 

 
Application Process: 
 Visit the nearest office of the Dirección General de Tráfico (DGT). 
 Complete the application form for driver’s license registration. 

 
Fees: 
 A small administrative fee is required. 

 
2. Exchanging Your Driver’s License 
 
In some cases, it may be necessary to exchange your EU driver’s license for a Spanish one. 
 
Steps for Exchanging: 
 
Required Documents: 
 The same documents as for registration. 
 Medical certificate from an authorized “Centro de Reconocimiento de Conductores.” 
 

Application Process: 
 Schedule an appointment with the DGT. 
 Submit all required documents. 

 
Fees: 
 A fee for the exchange will apply. 
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3. Medical Examinations 
 
In Spain, after a certain age, regular medical examinations are mandatory to ensure that you meet 
the health requirements to drive. These examinations are carried out by specialized centers and are 
necessary for exchanging or renewing your driver’s license. 
 
4. Important Notes 
 
Legal Regulations: 
Stay informed about any changes to Spanish traffic and driver’s license regulations. 
 
Language Barriers: 
Forms and instructions are usually in Spanish, so getting help from an expert may be beneficial. 
 
Appointments: 
Appointments at the DGT are often made online only, so plan ahead to avoid long wait times. 
 
 

 
Conclusion 
 
By following these steps, you ensure that your driver’s license is properly registered and recognized 
in Spain. This will provide you with peace of mind and security as you navigate your new country. 
It’s especially important for residents in Spain to always carry their Spanish driver’s license. 
 
If you have any further questions or need assistance, The Tenerife Professionals are here to help. 
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Disclaimer 
 
The contents of this website/document are for general information purposes only and have been 
created with the greatest care. However, no liability is assumed for the accuracy, completeness and 
topicality of the information provided. The information does not constitute legal, tax or other 
professional advice and does not replace individual advice from qualified professionals. 


